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INFO : Amembassy BANGKO K

VIENTIANE


STATE


SUBJECT : International Traffic in Heroi n


1. The problem of narcotics addition in the U S


has reached serious proportions . Over five percen t


of the heroin entering the US originates in Burma ,


Thailand and Laos . The President is profoundl y


concerned that effective measures be taken t o


stop the import of opium and its derivatives int o


the US, and has directed the Departments of State


and Justice to take the necessary measures to accomplis h


this .


2. You should convey orally to the Minister of Foreig n


Affairs message along the following lines :


The President is gravely concerned about the


consequences of the international narcotics traffi c


for the US . You should inform him that the U S
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is discussing measures in Europe, the Middle and Fa r

East and Latin America designed to stop this traffic

by eliminating the cultivation of opium poppies an d

the illicit production and transport of morphine and

heroi n

3 . Burma and its neighbors have been traditiona l

producers of opium for many years and much of th e

product ha s
been refined into heroin an d

found its way into the internationa l

narcotics traffic . While the US understands th e

problems in effective control of production in

remote areas, we hope that the Burmese government, whic h

has traditionally supported international contro l

measures through the United Nations Commissio

n on Narcotic Drugs, will give the most serious consideratio n

to intensifying efforts and devising more effective



measures in cooperation with the US and other

countries to eliminate this scourge . You shoul d

inform the Foreign Minister that you hope to discus s

with him soon appropriate measures in which th e

US, his government and other governments concerned

can cooperate to eliminate the narcotics traffic .

4. Report on reaction by telegram .

5. In addition to the above approach, Embassy shoul d

furnish recommendations on additional steps which

might be taken to control the productio

n and export of opium, morphin

e and heroin from Burma. Such steps might includ e

the substitution of other crops for opium, financia l

incentives for cooperation with US authorities, U S

technical assistance to the Government of Burma and

improved methods of surveillance and interceptio n

of narcotics shipments . You should indicate the



advantages and disadvantages of your proposals .

6. While at present Southeast Asia produces only 5
percent of the	 heroin entering the US ,

incentives to increas e

production in Southeast Asia will grow if suppressio n

measures are effective elsewhere . For this reaso n

you should report any increase in poppy cultivatio n

and new information available on narcotics movements .

Instructions on this reporting are also being sen t

through other channels .

7. When the results of your demarche on the governmen t

of Burma and your recommendations for additiona l

steps have been received and evaluated, furthe r

instructions will be forwarded .




